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Enough Love
To Prepare
Her Family
To Leave

By KARIHASKELL

Rebecca James, 86, knows the lim-
lation of being poor. She knows all
ten well that poverty dossn't open
enany doors, espectally for children.
T winn havve biright kidds, if they dan'e

away or

el
ﬁ have sormething
The positive thas

2 they like o do,
Neediest they never malke
Cases iL oul of here,”

w =aid Ms, James,

Mack  glasses

probecting  eves

ravaged years ago by glaucoma

"There really isn't anything armand
here for thern to dao."

This i & lesson Ms, Tames knows
firsthand. Raising four gramdchil-
dren, =le sirugeles w ensure Oal
they hawve positive options, and a
chanee Lo rise above bleak surround-
ings. Mz, Jarmes has lved on Croeona
Awenue in the Brong for 27 vears ina
colossal Ushaped hrick apartment
building. Desplie  24-howr  survedl-
lance, crime happens,

Oreer the vears, Ms. James and her
farmily have felt such nsses keenly,
Her daughter was found dead in
1086 (his past year, her gramdson
wias shot for his gold chain.

When her dagghter died, Ms
James knew that protecting her four
grandehildren was her pricrity. With
the help of an arganizeton for the
bilind she won cusiody. This kepl her
grandchildren — Ronnie, now 18;
Shimlkwa, 17; John, 13; and Shague-
Ly, 12 — ot of foster care, and close
i thelr father and eight step-siblings
whi live in the building,

Roennbe, John and Shaqueta have
been slow o accept their mother's
death. Shindkwa has handled it differ-
ently. She found what her grand-
miother wanted for her — a devotion
Ly acadermics, and anpther positive
ot et — baskedhall,

“l was aboul 7 when my brolber
and cousin put a ball in my hands,”
gaid Shinikwa, who at G-loal-10 Loe-
er% over her family,

Since age 14, Shinikwa has partici-
pirted in the Mew Heights sports pro-
gram — a beneflclary of the Chil-
dren's Add Society = ot Intermasdiate
Sehool % The seclety 15 one of seven
agencies supparted by The MNew
York Times Neediest Cases Fund,

On top of & living room cabinet
sprouts a row of glearming gold and
silver Lrophies. Shinfkwa has also
served as a mentor to ather children,
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Rebecca James with her granddaughter Shinikwa. The trophies on the
baookease behind them are for Shinikwa's basketball prowess,

Previously recorded  53,560,987.59
Recorded Maomday 276, 347.66
Tmwal 53.637.315.16
Last year todate 54,500,258.18

Becouse of her lesdership skills and
maturity. her coach, Jessica Valla-
plana, helped Shimikwa get a Tull
scholarship o a prep =choel in
Maini.

This was an opportunity she al-
mesl  missed. Her  dispositbon
chanpged after her brother was shoi
during a mugging in May 2004, She
stopped attending some classes at
Johin F. Eennedy High School, amd
suaried Lo skip baskelball practice.

Insiead of playing ball, she began
playing the system. “Id go to school
until fourth period,” 2aid Shinikwa, "1
knew they wouldn't call home.™

“1 would heng out,” she sdded. 1
started doing unnecessary sl —
i know, smoking weed

O day she returned to baskethall
praciice high, "1 knew what she was
doing Ms. Vallaplana sadd “1

witsn'L gaing to give upan her,"

She persuaded Shinlkwa (o go o &
tournament in Fhiladelphia with the
team, and Leleked her il playing.

Alter the pame, Shinikwa valked
with Ms. Vallaplana, “She told me
that she wanbed to go away amd get
owt of the environment she was living
in," Ms. Vallaplana said.

Once back in Mew York, M= Val-
laplana began working ue secure the
schalarship. Teachers allowed make-
up tests, and Shanikwa passed the
year, but her average went down
drastically.

Then a close Iriend was killed in
the courtyand of Shinikwa's building.
[t was a =econd wakeup call.

She declded to repeat her junbor
vear at prep schoal, She wanted o
ente] across Lhe board. With the help
af the Children's Ald Society, she was
able o draw 31,000 [rom e Needias]
Cases: $250 lor chothing, $250 for sup-
pli=s, and £500 for transportation
home [or e year,

Alter her first semesier, Shinfkwa
has flourished and has been accepted
it Advance Placemenl clagses,

“Though she was lost, [ kiew she
had the mamrity o get on track,”
Mz, Vallaplana said,




