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 “New Heights is a program that has success-
fully combined athletic excellence with academic, 
character and leadership development. It is 
inspiring to know that the young people of 
New York City have a place where they can 
reach their full potential as student-athletes and 
future leaders in their community and the world.” 
– Kenny Smith, NYC native and Two-Time NBA 
Champion
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BY THE NUMBERS
115 New Heights student-athletes placed 
in college prep high schools through the 
High School Assist Program

73 New Heights graduates currently at-
tending college 

$14,500,000 Total scholarship and 
fi nancial aid dollars awarded to New 
Heights student-athletes from the nation’s 
fi nest colleges and universities, and from in-
dependent, boarding and local high schools
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Greetings! Last year, 2006, was an exciting year for New Heights; we settled into our new offi ce and program space in 
the Bronx, expanded our staff signifi cantly and added several new members to our Board of Directors. The upcoming 
year, 2007, promises to be another year of signifi cant program, staff, Board and organizational growth at New Heights 
and we are exited about all that lies ahead.  

As a young organization, New Heights continues to build momentum. Since our founding in September 2005, our team 
of full time staff has grown from two to fi ve. Kirza Sanchez joined New Heights in January as Program and Operations 
Associate, helping to manage the day-to-day functions of the organization and lending support to our academic pro-
grams. Rocky Rosa came onboard as our Program Coordinator in September. Rocky has more than 15 years of youth 
development and coaching experience and is responsible for student enrollment and student, parent and community 
relations. Kimani Young joined the New Heights family full time in November as our Athletic Director, overseeing the 
Saturday Skills basketball program and our 14 traveling teams. Kimani brings to New Heights more than eight years of 
leadership experience as a youth program director, coach and athletic administrator. Ted Smith, our Program Director, 
continues to oversee our academic programs – ARC, High School Assist, College Assist – and Evelyn Alvarez and Josh 
Krinsky continue to play signifi cant part time roles assisting Ted. Longtime New Heights champions Jessica Villaplana, 
Ron Kelley, Adam Berkowitz and Daria Brown continue to make invaluable contributions to the organization.  

The New Heights Board of Directors has grown from 5 founding members to 11. Ellen Schoninger (Dreyfus Founda-
tion), John Rodin (Glenview Capital), Christopher Harvey (JP Morgan Chase) and Ron Trichon (Goldman Sachs) have 
joined Vicki Zubovic (Boys Club of New York) on our Development Committee. Ruben Montilla, currently a senior at 
Georgetown University, has joined the Board as an alumni representative. Derrick Mashore (Chairman), Janet Coffey 
and Shavar Jeffries continue to play signifi cant leadership roles on the Board at New Heights.  

As we move into 2007, we remain committed to the ongoing improvement of our programs. We will focus closely on the 
development of our College Assist program, which is designed to provide individualized support and guidance through 
all four years of high school to our 9th-12th grade student-athletes. We will also work to strengthen our Summer Academy 
for middle school students. In addition to the week of academic, athletic and leadership development programming we 
deliver at Phillips Exeter Academy each summer, we will partner with the Riverdale Country Day School, which will 
host four weeks of programming on their campus in July 2007.  

Another signifi cant organizational development is on the horizon for 2007. After more than 5 years in my role as Found-
er & Executive Director, I will be transitioning out of my current day-to-day role at New Heights and onto our Board 
of Directors.  Since our founding in 2001 under the Children’s Aid Society, through our transition into an independent 
organization and during our fi rst full year of operation in 2006, I have had the honor and privilege of working with 
thousands of talented and inspiring young people. I have learned from a dedicated and committed group of staff and 
volunteers who tirelessly give their time and energy to the organization. This has been an enormously fulfi lling and 
rewarding experience and my life is richer and more complete as a result of my work at New Heights. I am thrilled to be 
joining a terrifi c Board of Directors and continuing to support the strategic growth of the organization.  

Our Board identifi ed a wonderful successor who will join New Heights in April 2007. Richard Souto will come to New 
Heights with great talent and extensive experience. Rich is currently the Associate Executive Director at Groundwork, 
Inc, a Brooklyn-based education and youth development non-profi t organization. Over the past fi ve years, Groundwork 
has grown from serving 100 youth to more than 600 and the organization’s budget has grown from $500,000 to nearly $5 
million. Rich has played a signifi cant leadership role at Groundwork during this period and we expect he will lead New 
Heights through similar success. I will spend three months alongside of Rich this spring and with a strong transition 
plan in place, we will continue to take the organization to “New Heights”, ensuring our youth realize their full potential 
as students, athletes and leaders. 

Sincerest thanks to all of you for your generous support of New Heights. Our doors are always open for you – please 
come visit us soon.  

Best wishes,   
Nick Blatchford

A Message from the Executive Director


















